
The Marist Catholic Primary School 
Phonics and Learning to Read

Part of the



The more that you read,

The more things you will know. 

The more that you learn, 

The more places you’ll go. 

Dr Seuss



What is Phonics?

• English language – 26 letters, 44 sounds, 

150+ graphemes (letter combinations) 

•One of the most complex alphabetic codes 

in the world. 

• Importance of using clipped sound to 

support blending of new words. 



Read Write Inc Phonics

• Read Write Inc is used at The Marist for 

children in EYFS – Year 2. 

•Whole class until October half term. 

• Taught in groups based on their stage of 

reading. 

• Assessed and regrouped each half – term.



Pure Sounds



Special Friends 



Fred

•Fred Talk (aloud)

•Fred in your head 



Three reads 

•Accuracy

•Fluency 

•Comprehension 



What can you do to help?

•Use pure sounds, not letter names 

•Use phrases ‘Special Friends’, ‘Fred Talk’, ‘Read the word’ 

when your child is decoding words 

•Use ‘Fred Fingers’ to spell words

• Support your child with learning their sounds                                               

and reading their sound books/ book bag books 

• Read stories to your child every day 



Support 

•QR code to Ruth Miskin 

website 

• Top tips for reading with 

your child 

•Handwriting rhymes 

• Sound rhymes 
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