
The Marist Primary School Progression of Knowledge: History  

 

Changes within living memory 

Year 

1 

Autumn – 

Toys 

What is 

Remembrance 

Day? 

Autumn – 

Toys 

What kinds 

of toys are 

there? 

Autumn – 

Toys 

Can I 

describe my 

favourite 

toy? 

Autumn – 

Toys 

Can I compare 

my toys with 

those of my 

parents and 

grandparents? 

Autumn – 

Toys 

Can I 

identify 

WW2 toys 

and compare 

old toys? 

 

 

       

Year 

2 

Spring – Our 

School  

What can I 

find out about 

how our 

school 

started?  

  

 

           

Events beyond living memory  

Year 

1 

Spring – 

Great Fire 

Where and 

when did the 

Great Fire take 

place? 

Spring – 

Great Fire 

How and why 

did the fire 

spread so 

quickly? 

Spring – 

Great Fire 

What  

were Tudor 

streets and 

houses like? 

Spring – 

Great Fire 

What evidence 

do we have of 

the Great Fire? 

What was the 

impact of 

Samuel Pepys 

and his diary? 

Spring – 

Great Fire 

How did they 

try to stop 

the fire? How 

does this 

compare to 

firefighting 

today? 

Spring – 

Great Fire 

What 

impact did 

the Great 

Fire have 

on London 

as a city 

today? 

How has 

the city 

changed? 

Spring – 

Travel and 

Transport  

Can I find 

out how 

modes of 

travel and 

transport 

have 

changed 

through 

time? 

Spring – 

Travel and 

Transport  

Can I find 

out about 

an early 

form of 

travel: the 

Viking 

longboat? 

Spring – 

Travel and 

Transport  

How have 

cars 

changed 

since they 

were first 

invented? 

Spring – 

Travel and 

Transport  

Who was 

George 

Stephenson 

and how did 

the invention 

of the steam 

locomotive 

change 

people’s 

lives? 

 

 

Spring – 

Travel and 

Transport  

Can I find 

out about the 

Wright 

Brothers’ 

invention and 

compare the 

Wright flyer 

to aeroplanes 

today? 

Spring – 

Travel and 

Transport  

Can I 

compare 

travel and 

transport of 

the past, 

present and 

future? 

Year 

2 

Spring – Our 

School  

What do I 

know about 

school life in 

the past?   

Spring – 

Our School  

Can I learn 

about the 

early life of 

the school?   

Spring – 

Our School  

Can I learn 

about the 

reasons for 

change?   

 

 

 

Spring – Our 

School  

Can I compare 

changes over 

time?   

        



Lives of significant individuals   

Year 

1 

Spring – 

Great Fire 

What evidence 

do we have of 

the Great Fire? 

What was the 

impact of 

Samuel Pepys 

and his diary? 

Spring – 

Travel and 

Transport  

Who was 

George 

Stephenson 

and how did 

the invention 

of the steam 

locomotive 

change 

people’s 

lives? 

Spring – 

Travel and 

Transport  

Can I find 

out about 

the Wright 

Brothers’ 

invention 

and compare 

the Wright 

flyer to 

aeroplanes 

today? 

         

Year 

2 

Autumn – 

Superheroes 

Can I describe 

what Florence 

Nightingale’s 

early life was 

like? 

Autumn – 

Superheroes 

Can I 

describe the 

conditions of 

the hospitals 

in the 

Crimean 

War? 

Autumn – 

Superheroes 

What legacy 

did Florence 

Nightingale 

leave? 

Autumn – 

Superheroes 

Can I explain 

why Mary 

Seacole is a 

significant 

person? 

Autumn – 

Superheroes 

Who is more 

worthy of 

the 

superhero 

title: 

Florence 

Nightingale 

or Mary 

Seacole? 

       

Significant historical events in our own locality    

Year 

1 

Autumn – 

Toys 

What is 

Remembrance 

Day? 

           

Year 

2 

Spring – Our 

School  

What can I 

find out about 

how the 

school 

started? 

Spring – 

Our School  

What do I 

know about 

school life in 

the past?   

Spring – 

Our School  

Can I learn 

about the 

early life of 

the school?   

Spring – Our 

School   

Can I learn 

about the 

reasons for 

change?   

Spring – 

Our School  

Can I 

compare 

changes over 

time?   

       

 


