
The Marist Primary School Progression of Knowledge: History  

 

Changes in Britain 

Year 

3 

 

Spring: Stone 

Age to Iron 

Age  

What is pre-

history? 

Spring: 

Stone Age 

to Iron Age  

How did 

hunter 

gatherers 

survive? 

Spring:  

Stone Age to 

Iron Age  

What do 

artefacts tell 

us about the 

Stone Age? 

Spring: 

Stone Age to 

Iron Age  

What type of 

homes did 

early people 

live in? 

Spring: 

Stone Age 

to Iron Age  

What was 

Skara Brae? 

Spring: 

Stone Age 

to Iron 

Age  

What is 

the 

smelting 

process? 

 

Spring: 

Stone Age 

to Iron Age  

What are 

Grave Goods 

and what do 

they teach 

us? 

Spring: 

Stone Age 

to Iron Age  

What is 

Stonehenge? 

Spring: 

Stone Age 

to Iron Age  

What was 

life like in an 

Iron Age 

hillfort? 

Spring: 

Stone Age 

to Iron Age  

Visit to 

Butser farm 

  

Year 

4 

Spring: The 

Romans  

Can I explain 

when in history 

the Roman 

period 

occurred? 

Spring: The 

Romans  

Who were 

the Romans?  

Where did 

they come 

from? 

Spring: The 

Romans  

Who was 

living in 

Britain 

already? 

Spring: The 

Romans  

How and why 

did the 

Romans 

invade? 

Spring: The 

Romans  

How did the 

indigenous 

tribes and 

their 

leaders 

react to the 

invasion? 

Spring: 

The 

Romans  

How did 

the 

Romans 

spread 

across 

Britain? 

 

Spring: The 

Romans  

How did the 

roman 

invasions 

support 

migration to 

Britain? 

Spring: The 

Romans  

How were 

Celtic and 

Roman 

settlements 

similar and 

different? 

Spring: The 

Romans  

Why did the 

Romans use 

mosaics? 

Spring: The 

Romans  

How did the 

Romans 

impact/ 

effect where 

I live? 

Spring: 

The 

Romans  

Did Britain 

benefit 

from the 

Roman 

invasion? 

 

Year 

5 

Autumn: 

Anglo-Saxons 

How do 

archaeologists 

find out about 

the past? 

Autumn: 

Anglo-

Saxons 

Can I 

understand 

who the 

Anglo-

Saxons 

were, where 

they came 

from and 

why? 

 

Autumn: 

Anglo-

Saxons 

What 

happened 

when they 

arrived? 

Autumn: 

Anglo-

Saxons 

How did the 

Anglo-Saxons 

rule and 

organise 

England? 

Autumn: 

Anglo-

Saxons 

What were 

the beliefs 

and 

religions of 

Anglo-

Saxons? 

Autumn: 

Anglo-

Saxons 

What were 

Anglo-

Saxon 

homes 

like? 

Autumn: 

Vikings 

Can I 

describe the 

first Viking 

raid on 

England? 

Autumn: 

Vikings 

Can I find 

evidence the 

Vikings 

settled in 

England? 

Autumn: 

Vikings 

Can I 

explain how 

the Vikings 

traded? 

Autumn: 

Vikings 

Can I 

explain how 

the Vikings 

traded? 

Autumn: 

Vikings 

What was 

Danelaw? 

 

Year 

6 

Summer: 

Queens 

Who has ruled 

Britain since 

1066? 

Summer: 

Queens 

Which 

women have 

ruled Britain 

since 1066? 

Summer: 

Queens 

Who were the 

Queens? 

Summer: 

Queens 

What can we 

infer from 

portraits of 

the Queens? 

Summer: 

Queens 

What can I 

learn from 

primary and 

secondary 

sources 

about the 

Queens? 

 

 

Summer: 

Queens 

Who is our 

current 

Monarch? 

Summer: 

Queens 

What impact 

did Elizabeth 

have on 

Europe? 

Summer: 

Queens 

What was 

life like for 

Queen 

Victoria? 

Summer: 

Queens 

Was the 

Industrial 

Revolution a 

good thing? 

Summer: 

Queens 

Who was the 

most 

influential 

Queen and 

why? 

  



Chronological knowledge beyond 1066  

Year 

3 

 

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

       

Year 

4 

Summer: The 

Tudors  

Can I 

understand how 

the War of the 

Roses led to the 

first Tudor king? 

Summer: 

The Tudors  

Can I 

understand 

why Henry 

VIII married 

six times? 

Summer: The 

Tudors  

What was the 

impact of the 

Break with 

Rome on 

Britain? 

Summer: The 

Tudors  

Can I explain 

if Henry 

VIII’s 

successor was 

a successful 

monarch? 

Summer: 

The Tudors  

Can I 

explain if 

Edward VI’s 

successors 

were 

successful 

monarchs? 

Summer: 

The 

Tudors  

Can I 

understand 

why 

portraits 

were 

important 

to 

Elizabeth 

I? 

 

 

 

Summer: 

The Tudors  

What should 

Elizabeth do 

about Mary 

Queen of 

Scots? 

Summer: 

The Tudors  

Why was 

the Spanish 

Armada 

defeated? 

Summer: 

The Tudors  

What did the 

Tudors 

discover 

through 

exploration? 

Summer: 

The Tudors  

Can I 

explain why 

the Tudors 

built a 

palace at 

Woking? 

Summer: 

The Tudors  

What 

evidence is 

there that 

the Tudors 

came to 

Surrey? 

Summer: 

The 

Tudors  

Visit to 

Ufton Court 

Year 

5 

Autumn: 

Anglo-Saxons 

How did the 

Anglo-Saxons 

rule and 

organise 

England? 

 

 

 

    

 

       

Year 

6 

Summer: 

Queens 

Who has ruled 

Britain since 

1066? 

Summer: 

Queens 

Which 

women have 

ruled Britain 

since 1066? 

Summer: 

Queens 

Who were the 

Queens? 

Summer: 

Queens 

What can we 

infer from 

portraits of 

the Queens? 

Summer: 

Queens 

What can I 

learn from 

primary and 

secondary 

sources 

about the 

Queens? 

 

 

 

 

Summer: 

Queens 

Who is our 

current 

Monarch? 

Summer: 

Queens 

What impact 

did Elizabeth 

have on 

Europe? 

Summer: 

Queens 

What was 

life like for 

Queen 

Victoria? 

Summer: 

Queens 

Was the 

Industrial 

Revolution a 

good thing? 

Summer: 

Queens 

Who was the 

most 

influential 

Queen and 

why? 

  



The achievements of the earliest civilizations 

Year 

3 

 

Autumn – 

Ancient Egypt  

Can I order 

events 

chronologically? 

Autumn – 

Ancient 

Egypt  

What is a 

pharaoh and 

who were 

they? 

Autumn – 

Ancient 

Egypt  

Why were the 

pyramids 

built? 

Autumn – 

Ancient 

Egypt  

What does an 

embalmer do? 

Autumn – 

Ancient 

Egypt  

Why was 

the River 

Nile 

important? 

Autumn – 

Ancient 

Egypt  

Can I 

identify 

and 

describe 

Egyptian 

artefacts? 

      

Year 

4 

            

Year 

5 

Summer: 

Ancient Greeks 

Where is Greece 

and what is its 

physical 

features? 

Summer: 

Ancient 

Greeks 

When did 

the Ancient 

Greeks live? 

Summer: 

Ancient 

Greeks  

Can I explain 

how Greece 

was made up 

of city states? 

Summer: 

Ancient 

Greeks  

How is the 

Battle of 

Marathon 

remembered? 

Summer: 

Ancient 

Greeks  

Why do we 

have the 

modern 

Olympic 

Games? 

Summer: 

Ancient 

Greeks 

Can I 

understand 

what 

democracy 

meant to 

the Ancient 

Greece? 

Summer: 

Ancient 

Greeks 

Which gods 

did the 

Ancient 

Greeks 

believe in? 

Summer: 

Ancient 

Greeks  

Did the 

Greeks 

change the 

way we 

think? 

Summer: 

Ancient 

Greeks  

Can I learn 

about Greek 

Architecture? 

Summer: 

Ancient 

Greeks  

Can I 

understand 

how our 

opinion of 

history 

changes with 

time? 

  

Year 

6 

Autumn: The 

Mayans 

What is a 

civilisation? 

Autumn: 

The Mayans 

Where did 

the Ancient 

Maya settle 

and why? 

Autumn: The 

Mayans 

How did the 

Maya 

communicate? 

Autumn: The 

Mayans 

Can I explain 

how and who 

the Maya 

worshipped? 

Autumn: 

The 

Mayans 

What was 

the diet of 

the Maya 

and how did 

they use 

food? 

Autumn: 

The 

Mayans 

Can I 

explain 

how the 

Maya 

recorded 

time? 

      

 


