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Year 4: Autumn  Key Question: What are rivers and how are they used? 

Lesson 1 

What is the water cycle? 

Lesson 2 

How is a river formed? 

Lesson 3 

Where can we find 

rivers? 

Lesson 4 

How are rivers 

used? 

Lesson 5 

What con we find 

out about our local 

river? 

 

Lesson 6 

What features does 

our local river have? 

 

 

The never-

ending journey 

of water moving 

from the ground 

up to the sky, 

and back down 

to Earth again. 

 

 

Water that falls 

from clouds to 

the ground, 

including rain, 

sleet, snow and 

hail.  

When a meander 

becomes cut off 

from the main 

river as it finds an 

easier route. 

 

Areas of a flat land 

on the sides of a 

river that can 

become flooded if 

the river gets too 

full. 

 

The process in 

which warm 

water turns 

from a liquid 

to a gas in the 

air (water 

vapour). 

 

The place where 

a river starts. 

        

      

 

    

Water that is 

stored 

underground 

in the soil. 

 

The place where 

a river flows into 

the sea. 

 

The bend or 

curve in a 

river. 

 

    

The covering or 

submerging of 

normally dry 

land with a large 

amount of water. 

 


